BOOK

REVIEWS

Napoleon’s Last Victory and the Emer-
gence of Modern War. By Robert M.
Epstein. University Press of Kansas,
1994. 215 Pages. $29.95. Reviewed by
Dr. Charles E. White, Infantry School His-
torian.

The advent of “modern war” is the central
focus of Robert Epstein’s superb study of the
Franco-Austrian War of 1809. The author
contends that the scale and intensity of
Napoleon’s campaigns in Italy and Austria
in 1809 produced conditions and methods
reminiscent of warfare today. Epstein argues
that “thc cmergence of modern war” thus
began with this war.

This book is a refreshingly new interpre-
tation of Napoleonic warfare. Building
upon his previous study, Prince Eugene at
War: 1809, Epstein examines the 1809 war
in terms of evolving new systems of
recruitment, organization, and battle com-
mand (as well as theater command). As the
author convincingly shows, this was the
first time two states confronted each other
on the battlefield with massive, evenly
matched armies, created by large-scale
conscription, organized into corps, and
coordinated along two major theaters of
operation (Austria and Italy). As a result,
both the French and the Austrians were
forced into what Epstein calls “distributed
maneuvers”; that is, the deployment of
divisions_and corps and their maneuvers
throughout a theater of operations. This
new style of warfare (similar to that found
in the U.S. Civil War and subsequent con-
flicts) produced broad operational fronts in
which battles became both sequential and
simultaneous.

Interestingly, as Epstein points out, nei-
ther Napoleon nor Archduke Charles ever
fully understood that a paradigm shift had
occurred in the conduct of war. The reason
they did not see this change is that perhaps
1809 was not the beginning of “modern war-
fare.”

What happened in the Franco-Austrian
War was theory finally being put into prac-
tice. Years before, enlightened soldiers in
France, Prussia, and Austria had predicted
warfare on the scale and intensity that
occurred in 1809. In fact, many of the “new

systems” both France and Austria employed
in that year had already been introduced
(but not put into practice) in the Prussian
Army during the years of reform following
its catastrophic defeat in 1806. Regardless,
warfare would never bc the same after
1809.

Robert Epstein is to be commended for
writing a fine book that contributes signif-
icantly to an understanding of the develop-
ment of modern army organizations, as
well as battle command. The book is thus
a thought-provoking study that provides
valuable insights into the changing nature
of warfare during the Napoleonic era. For
anyone secking to find the origins of
“modern war,” this work is a good starting
point.

Bounden Duty: The Memoirs of a Ger-
man Officer, 1932-45. By Alexander
Stahlberg.  Translated by Patricia
Crampton. Brassey’s (UK), 1990. 410
Pages. $24.95. Reviewed by Lieutenant
Colonel Harold E. Raugh, Jr., U.S. Army.

The evil machinations of Adolf Hitler
and his followers continue to fascinate
historians, especially as the 50th Anniver-
sary of World War II is being commemo-
rated. The publication in English of
Alexander Stahlberg’s memoirs has pro-
vided a wealth of new and significant
information.

Stahlberg was born in 1912 into a wealthy
and influential Prussian family. At the end
of 1932, while attending university in Berlin,
he became “press consultant” to former
Reich Chancellor Franz von Papen. While in
this position, he was privy to the behind-the-
scenes activities during January 1933 after
which Hitler became Chancellor of Germany
and Papen his deputy. Stahlberg later
worked in his family business but remained
aware of the political scene and volunteered
to serve as a cavalry trooper in 1935-36 to
avoid joining the Nazi Party. Recalled to
active duty for a short period in 1938 and
commissioned shortly thereafter as a reserve
officer, Stahlberg later participated in the
offensives into Poland, France, and the Sovi-
et Union.

Upon the recommendation of a General
Staff officer cousin (who, according to the
author, was the chief organizer of the resis-
tance to Hitler), Stahlberg became aide-de-
camp, and later adjutant, to Field Marshal
Frich von Manstein in 1942. He served
Manstein in the Soviet Union (including dur-
ing the encirclement of the German Sixth
Army at Stalingrad), during the Battle of
Kursk, and after Manstein was relieved in
March 1944 until the end of the war. From
this unrivaled vantage point, he accompanied
Manstein to numerous conferences with
Hitler, which he describes in exquisite detail,
and was drawn into the fringe of the anti-
Hitler conspiracy circle.

As indicated by its title, the main theme of
the book was the inner conflict between duty
and conscience experienced by Stahlberg,
Manstein, and those army officers who
opposed Hitler. Although it was recognized
that Hitler was a criminal who would even-
tually destroy Germany, many officers, espe-
cially Manstein, were fettered by the
strictures of ethical dogma and refused to do
anything to save their nation, even when they
learned of the government-sponsored cam-
paign to destroy the Jews.

A case in point is the encirclement at Stal-
ingrad. Manstein, as Commander-in-Chief,
Army Group Don, believed he could have
saved the Sixth Army, either by coordinating
an attack to relieve the surrounded army, or
by permitting it to break out of its encir-
clement. Since he had given his oath of loy-
alty to Hitler, however, he believed it was his
duty to obey Hitler’s unrealistic and ludi-
crous order for the Sixth Army to defend to
the death the “stronghold” of Stalingrad and
did nothing to save the hundreds of thou-
sands of German soldiets.

The well-written and well-translated text
is superbly supplemented by some three
dozen photographs of episodes from the
author’s life that stress his World War 11
experiences. Six maps of significant Ger-
man offensives provide easy-to-understand
references.

This enthralling book offers further
insight into the minds of the German Army
officers during the Nazi regime and makes a
significant contribution to military history.
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The theme of loyalty to the sovereign
power versus the limits of obedience is a
thought-provoking and often disturbing
issue. This book is difficult to put down
once begun.

Mao Tse-Tung on Guerrilla Warfare.
Translated by Samuel B. Griffith, IL
Introduction to Second Edition by Arthur
Waldon and Edward O’Dowd. The Nau-
tical & Aviation Publishing Company of
America, 1992. 168 Pages. $19.95,
Reviewed by Colonel Cole C. Kingseed,
U.S. Army. :

In this era of diminished superpower con-
frontation, the subject of revolutionary guer-
rilla warfare and low intensity conflict
continues to fascinate military strategists and
defense planners. This second edition of
Mao’s treatise on guerrilla warfare is des-
tined to become a classic of military litera-
ture.

What makes this second edition so valu-
able to a U.S. audience is the introduction by
Chinese scholars Arthur Waldon and
Edward O’Dowd, which builds on both
Mao’s original essay and the introduction to
the first edition by the translator, Marine
Corps Brigadier General Samuel B. Griffith,
II. The theme that dominates the book is the
interaction between the development of
guerrilla warfare in Asia and the reaction to
it in the west.

Waldon and O’Dowd fault both Mao and
Griffith for neglecting a possibly useful dis-
tinction between partisan and pure guerrilla
warfare: In partisan warfare, irregular forces
operate most effectively in coordination with
conventional forces; without these main
forces, partisans or guerrillas are far less
effective. General Vo Nguyen Giap used
this combination of North Vietnamese regu-
lar forces and Viet Cong guerrillas effective-
ly in Vietnam; the Malaysian communists
lost because they had neither conventional
forces nor allies to support them. The
authors of the introduction conclude that the
recent collapse of communism removes the
most reliable source of conventional forces
for the would-be guerrilla forces and that
pure revolutionary guerrilla war, as defined
by Mao and Griffith, may become as rare as
revolution itself.

Still, the world remains a dangerous place,
with economic, social, and political instabil-
ity likely to continue as nations search for
modernity. In such struggles, irregular war-
farc and partisan activities have a place. And
so long as they do, this book should be
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required reading for strategic planners and
military officers involved in peacetime
engagement activities designed to eliminate
the chief causes of instability in the develop-
ing world.

The Battle of the Generals: The Untold
Story of the Falaise Pocket—The Cam-
paign That Should Have Won World War
. By Martin Blumenson. William Mor-
row, 1994, 288 Pages. $22.00. Reviewed
by Lieutenant Colonel Albert N. Garland,
U.S. Army, Retired.

This book’s subtitle is a bit misleading.
Over the course of many years, the author
has written extensively on this particular
World War Il battle—the Allied attempt to
bag the German armies in Normandy that
took place in August 1944. What he does
do in this, his latest effort to explain why
the Allied armies failed to close the Argen-
tan-Falaise pocket, is to come down square-
ly on the side of George Patton, the
flamboyant commander of the U.S. Third
Army. Patton claimed (in his diary, at least)
that his army could have cleared up the
Falaise mess and bagged all the Germans at
the same time if his U.S. superior, Omar
Bradley, and the Britisher, Bernard Mont-
gomery, had followed his plans. The author
believes that if Patton had had his way, the
war in western Europe would have been
over; Germany would have had to give up
the fight, becausc it would have lacked the
traincd manpower and battle equipment to
continue.

Perhaps. But the author makes a number
of questionable assumptions and fails to
address such important items as the prob-
lems inherent in conducting coalition war-
fare and the one that plagues every dashing
military commander—Ilogistics.

Admittedly, the author makes a persua-
sive case. He is a far better writer than
most military historians, a trait most read-
ers will find enjoyable. One could wish for
more maps, but this seems a common cry
among reviewers of military histories.
Certainly the author knows his subject—
and his man Patton. Yet his failure to prop-
erly address all of the air aspects of the
battle and the later effort at the Seine River,
as well as the beliefs of the various air
commanders, secems a definite weakness in
his narrative.

His word portraits of the four major com-
manders—Eisenhower, Montgomery,
Bradley, and Patton—are finely drawn. 1
find it hard to believe, however, that if Pat-

ton had been in Bradley’s shoes he could
have “worked closely and effectively” with
Montgomery, particularly if the latter had
retained his command over all Allied ground
forces in the theater. Their dislike for each
other dated at least to the Sicily campaign
during the summer of 1943, in which Mont-
gomery’s actions and ability to sway Harold
Alexander caused the campaign to drag on
unnecessarily for more weeks than antici-
pated. Patton detested Montgomery, and the
feeling was mutual.

Despite certain of my misgivings, I do
recommend this book for reading by all
infantrymen. There is much the author has
to offer concerning high command in battle.
I suggest, however, that the reader study the
battle in greater detail before tackling this
book, and the author’s select bibliography is
a good place to start.

Ironclad of the Roanoke: Gilbert Elliott’s
Albemarle. By Robert G. Elliott. White
Mane Publishing Company (P.O. Box 152,
Shippensburg, PA 17257), 1994. 372
Pages. $29.95. Reviewed by Dr. Ralph W.
Widener, Jr., Dallas, Texas.

Historian Shelby Foote, in the October
1994 issue of Naval History, says that
naval matters have received scant attention
in writings about the U.S. Civil War and
that this should be remedicd. As if he
anticipated Foote’s remark, Robert G.
Elliott has written about the Albemarle, one
of the best ironclads built by the Confeder-
acy, and about the resourceful man who
built her.

The author, a World War II veteran who
later worked on the Apollo moon project, is
a collateral descendant of Gilbert Elliott, the
man who conceived the Albemarle and saw
to its construction under the most trying con-
ditions.

Gilbert Elliott was just 18 years old when
he convinced the Confederate Naval
Department he could be relied upon to
deliver an ironclad ram to counter the
Union’s North  Atlantic Blockading
Squadron. After all, he was descended
from a long line of shipwrights who had
built successful trading vessels. Even so,
he faced many obstacles building the ship: a
lack of experienced workers, the difficulty
of obtaining needed materials (especially
iron), and the ever-present danger that his
shipyard (built in a cornfield) might be cap-
tured by the enemy. Despite these prob-
lems and many others, the ram was
completed on time.




This book provides a good account of the
Albemarle’s baptism of fire at Plymouth,
North Carolina, where, on 19 April 1864, she
rammed and sank the USS Southbridge, and
damaged the USS Miami.

On 5 May 1864 the Albemarle faced seven
U.S. Navy ships in Albemarle Sound. She
withstood a ramming by one ship and was
surrounded by three others that had a com-
bined displacement of more than 2,900 tons
to her own 376 tons. She severely damaged
the USS Sassacus and then proudly steamed
off under her own power. The commander
of the Sassacus later wrote, “I am forced to
think that Albemarle is more formidable than
the Merrimack or Atlanta, for our solid 100-
pounder rifle shot flew into splinters upon
her iron plates.”

The book describes the Albemarle’s
demise on a rainy morning, 28 October
1864. U.S. Navy Lieutenant W.B. Cushing
and his force came up the Roanoke River to
Plymouth, approached under heavy fire from
the Confederate ram, and detonated a torpe-
do under her hull.

Elliott’s book is exciting reading, from the
original idea for building the Albemarle to
the time it was broken up for scrap. Itisa
“must read” book for anyone interested in
the total history of the U.S. Civil War.

Soldiering in the Army of Tennessee: A
Portrait of Life in a Confederate Army. By
Larry J. Daniel. University of North Car-
olina Press, 1991, 231 Pages. $22.50.
Reviewed by Major Don Rightmyer, U.S.
Air Force, Retired.

The first major studies of the Civil War
soldier’s life were The Life of Billy Yank and
The Life of Johnny Reb, by Dr. Bell 1. Wiley,
published in the 1940s and 1950s. More
recently, similar accounts have been written
by Dr. James I. Robertson and Reid Mitchell.
Most of the studies, however, have focussed
primarily on the Union and Confederate
armies in the eastern theater of the war,
largely neglecting the men who fought in the
campaigns west of the Appalachians, Larry
Daniel has remedied part of that problem by
providing this book on the men who served
in the Confederate Army of Tennessee.

Daniel has already demonstrated his
knowledge of the Army of Tennessee with
Cannoneers in Gray, his excellent book on
its artillery arm. For this book on soldier
life, he uses the letters, diaries, and personal
memoirs of more than 350 participants.
Most of the men he quotes served in the rank
of captain or below.

The normal things that make up the daily
life and experiences of a combat soldier, no
matter what the time period, fill most of this
book: uniforms and equipment, daily rou-
tine, small arms, rations, sickness, recre-
ation, discipline, religion, morale, and
combat experience.

The author points out one significant dif-
ference between this army and Robert E.
Lee’s eastern Army of Northern Virginia:
Lee’s men were inspired by their leader’s
example and motivation from the Seven
Days campaign all the way to Appomattox.
In comparison, the Army of Tennessee had
several different commanders during its time
of service, the longest period being under
Braxton Bragg, who caused considerable
dissension and unrest throughout the army.

This book provides a good look at the
American fighting man of the 1860s. It adds
flesh and bone to the stories of the soldiers
who fought at Perryville, Stone’s River,
Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, the Atlanta
campaign, and other significant battlefields
of the western theater.

Destroyer of the Iron Horse: General
Joseph E. Johnston and Confederate Rail
Transport, 1861-1865. By Jeffrey N. Lash.
Kent State University Press, 1991. 228
Pages. $28.00. Reviewed by Major Don
Rightmyer, U.S. Air Force, Retired.

A military leader’s ability in the area of
logistics has frequently meant the difference
between success and failure throughout the
history of warfare. This book provides a
case study of one leader, Confederate Gener-
al Joseph E. Johnston, and his experiences
with rail transport in the two major theaters
of the Civil War,

In preparing this book, Jeffrey Lash, an
archivist in the National Archives in Wash-
ington, D.C., has used the primary historical
documents on this subject in the archives as
well as numerous other sources.

As an Army captain, Johnston learned the
details of railway construction, materials,
and use in the years before the war when he
was assigned to work with exploration par-
ties in the western territories of the United
States. He bombarded the War Departmen-
t’s railway experts with queries so he would
be well-prepared to do his job. The applica-
tion of the knowledge he gained during that
time, however, seems to have had mixed
results during his years as a senior Confeder-
ate leader.

One of the first noteworthy uses of rail
transport during the war was the efficient and

timely movement of Johnston’s troops from
a remote corner of Virginia, which allowed
them to fight at First Manassas. Some time
later in the same region, however, Johnston
allowed the use of rolling stock that was far
too heavy, and it crushed the tracks in his
area of operations.

Destroyer of the Iron Horse looks at John-
ston’s use of rail transport in Virginia, the
Mississippi valley, the Georgia-Atlanta cam-
paign, and the retreat through the Carolinas.
Much of the problem with using the railways
under his control stemmed from incompe-
tence and mismanagement among those
assigned to supervise the rail movements as
well as the constant pull-and-tug between the
competing demands of military and civil
interests.

This is a more specialized history than the
average Civil War fare, but it will be of spe-
cial interest to anyone interested in the histo-
ry of military logistics. It is nicely written,
thoroughly documented, and well augment-
ed by several excellent maps of the rail net-
works throughout the Civil War South,

The AEF and Coalition Warmaking,
1917-1918. By David F. Trask. Universi-
ty Press of Kansas, 1993, 236 Pages.
$29.95. Reviewed by Dr. Charles E. White,
Infantry School Historian,

This book is a refreshingly new interpre-
tation of the final year of World War L
David Trask focuses on the Allied and
American high commands, linking events
on the battlefield to war aims and strategy.
In doing so, he demonstrates a mastery of
both the diplomatic and the military aspects
of the war. His conclusions are likely to
startle many admirers of General John J.
Pershing.

Beginning with the mobilization of the
American Expeditionary Force (AEF) in
1917, Trask leads the reader through an
amazing series of events that reveal a story
of U.S. participation in the Great War that is
completely different from the one Pershing
tells in his final report of 1919 and in his
1931 memoirs. According to Pershing, the
AEF assured victory for the Allies, despite
War Department bumbling at home and per-
verse Allied interference abroad. In the end,
it was the superior quality of the AEF that
overcame all obstacles and led the Allies to
victory in 1918,

But Trask concludes that Pershing might
have been relieved of command if the war
had continued into 1919. Pershing was
making quite a fool of himself in France.
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Although he considered his sustained resis-
tance to “amalgamation” (the idea of
deploying American troops to Europe orga-
nized in divisions or smaller units for ser-
vice under French or British command) a
great achievement, French Marshal Ferdi-
nand Foch and British Field Marshal Sir
Douglas Haig did not. Looking at the
extent of the emergency in 1918, when the
Germans launched their spring offensive,
Trask demonstrates that Pershing’s intransi-
gence placed a severe strain on the Allied
coalition and actually hurt the fighting qual-
ity of the AEF.

When the AEF was eventually deployed,
it lacked the combat experience it might
have gained if Pershing had placed Ameri-
can units under French and British control
for both training and limited combat ser-
vice. Moreover, the AEF had neither the
support troops nor the logistical facilities to
sustain indcpendent operations. Of course,
when thesc deficiencies manifested them-
selves in combat, Pershing’s response was
to relieve frontline commanders whose
troops had not performed to his expecta-
tions. This shocked the other Allied com-
manders and even President Woodrow
Wilson, who began to sense Pershing’s
limitations.

In fairness to Pershing, President Wilson
had given him strict guidance to maintain the
independence of the AEF. Wilson wanted to
prove to the French and British that the AEF
decided the outcome of the war, believing
this would give him the diplomatic cdge dur-
ing peacc negotiations. But Pershing had
also been given the latitude to amend
Wilson’s guidance as the situation warrant-
ed. Indeed, when the French and British
begged him for replacement troops in 1918,
Pershing responded by sending them black
American units.

Pershing’s personal shortcomings really
rcvealed themselves in the fatter days of the
war, On several occasions, he violated his
charter and angered both Wilson and Secre-
tary of War Newton Baker, as well as other
Allied leaders. First, Pershing overstepped
his military authority by advocating the
unconditional surrender of all German
forces. Then he foolishly tried to deprive the
French army of the honor of re-occupying
Sedan. Lastly, in November 1918, when the
Germans sought an armistice, Pershing
wanted to fight on, so that the AEF could
prove with deeds the cxcellence he had
already claimed for it. Fortunately for Per-
shing, the Allied victory masked these fla-
grant transgressions.
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Trask demonstrates that the most impor-
tant American contribution to victory was
not its combat performance as Pershing
claimed but the fresh troops and massive
material aid. After four years of attrition
warfare, U.S. intervention turnced the tide in
favor of the Allies. Unfortunately, Wilson
obtained little diplomatic clout from this
contribution.

The AEF and Coalition Warmaking is
one of the finest analyses of American
participation in World War I. By careful-
ly examining the documents, Trask has
produced an outstanding book that sheds
welcome light on the AEF and its com-
mander.
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